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A new resource for information users and producers



What is it?
� An electronic platform for accessing and

sharing research findings
� Electronic collection of documents

contributed by partner organizations
� Tool used by organizational partners to share

documents by Web and e-mail





How is it a portal?
� Gateway to expanded awareness!
� Brings together an array of resources and

services
� Like other portals, developed to help users

filter information and more easily access
material through the Web and e-mail



Do the resources in InfoShare exist
elsewhere? Is there duplication?
� All resources on InfoShare already exist in an

electronic format
� Some partners have websites, others don’t (e.g.,

National Center of Health Education and
Information in Yemen)

� Major benefits to users and partners: organization
and delivery of material



Users of InfoShare
� Broad range of groups interested in

population and health: program managers,
information specialists/librarians,
researchers, advocates, donors, journalists,
educators, students, businesspeople

� Population and health research
organizations and projects



Meets demand for tailored
information
� PRB surveys and partner experiences

suggest that users want information tailored
to their interests (e.g. some interested in
malaria among pregnant women, others in
HIV/AIDS among youth)



Users may specify desired contents of
e-mail newsletters



Users receive customized e-mail
newsletters





InfoShare offers users precision in
browsing



Addresses organizational needs
� Many organizations would like to take

advantage of database-driven electronic
technologies, but lack resources

� Partners can share information by Web and
e-mail without needing developers, listserv
manager, funds for hosting fees

� Membership is free



Partners get a homepage



From homepage, users may browse
documents or subscribe to e-mail notices



Creating the homepage is simple



Adding documents requires little
technical expertise



Partners have easy access to usage
statistics



Human resources
� Requires a team!
� Very labor intensive during development

and testing
� Post-development: fielding inquiries,

vetting organizations, little fixes



Launch
� Still in progress…
� “Soft launch” with early adopters
� Outreach through e-mail, interpersonal

contact, training/TA, print material
� Currently have more than 35 partners, more

than one-third from less developed regions



Monitoring and evaluation
� Partners joining
� Material in the system
� User testing
� Usage statistics (Web and e-mail requests;

unique users)
� Surveys of users and partners



Other measures…
� Collaboration among portals in merging

online submission forms
� Partners “leveraging” InfoShare database

for own websites and electronic services


